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| head into the darkness. The suitcase roars through the silence, and it’s three
o’clock in the morning. It’s the first day for our way to Singapore. After a five hour
flight, we arrive this beautiful country. On the way to our destination-Nangyang Girls
High School (NYGH), | soon fell in love with the crystal sky and the fresh air. | was a
school buddy during NYGH’s students’ study tour in Stella Matutina, hence it’s an
excitement to take a glimpse and even participate in a seminar in NYGH.

Since we were the earliest school to arrive, NYGH’s teachers
suggest us attend their Art Festival. During the Art Festival,
which is one of their after-school activities, students display
their art pieces or hold musical performances. We are invited to
: join their Green Club to make papers from recycles. Some of the
students aren’t good at speaking Chinese, but they attempted to explain to us the
procedures. When we tell them that it’s okay to speak in English(though we do not
actually get across their Singlish), they give us a shy smile and say thanks. However,
during the conversation, they still try hard to translate the vocabularies into Chinese
for us to have a better comprehension. Singapore is a multi-racial country, therefore
most of the students are able to speak more than three Ianguages or used to deallng
with people from different countries, but they won’t brag &8 I
about it at all. They fully understand language is merely a
method to build a relationship between separated individuals,
treating others respectively and sincerely means more than
everything. | really learn an essential lesson from them. After
the activity, we go back to the boarding school and meet new
friends. Candace and | share a room with two Shanghai girls,5& E&F and fE%%, from
Jinyuan Senior High School.They’re really nice roommates and we become friends
immediately. We even chat till midnight!

For the next few days we enjoy the sight-seeing to the National Museum of
Singapore, Sarong Kebaya, Night Safari, Little India and etc. My favorite spot is the
National Orchid Garden, which is famous for its various species of orchids. It’s an
amazement to visit a huge botanical garden in such a small country. Wandering in
the garden, | feel like | am a fairy surrounded by breathtaking scenery and fragrant
flowers. Another unforgettable viewpoint is the Butterfly Park & Insect kingdom.
There’s a place where you are allowed to let butterflies just broken out of pupa stay

’
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on your hands. The staff first hand me a butterfly which is the second huge specie in
the world. | have never faced a butterfly so close before, and it’s quite fun to have its
huge compound eyes staring at you. While | am concentrated on fiddling with the
butterfly, | heard a sharp scream nearby. | raise my head and then see everyone
looking at me. It suddenly dawned on me when a butterfly peek me from the edge
of my cap. There are about ten butterflies on me! That is definitely a fantastic
experience.

For the last day of sight-seeing, NYGH arrange a special
educational tour for us. We visit Alpha Biofuels Company, Land
Transportation Authority (LTA), Marine Barrage etc. to view
Singapore from diverse aspects. We also learn the concept of
System-thinking consisted of Political, Economic, Social and
Technological elements, so called PEST. Take Alpha Biofuels
company for example, the government hasn’t officially support
their environment-protecting plan yet (P) and they doesn’t gain a
large profit from the biofuel production (E). On the other hand, they successfully
spread the environmental concept into the community and educational institutions
step by step (S) and transport machines from Germany to realize their green actions
(T). This theory is also suitable to our main issue of seminar- Globalization and
Localization. When we can all think big and draw a mind map in our brain, we can
not only decrease corruptions and scandals but devote ourselves to the whole
society and the ones in need. This is what Singaporeans teach their next generation
and the secret how this tiny country has great influences on the international society.
Then it is time for our study tour and the seminar.

| am in class 314, a class for students who are
outstanding in Language. There are only 23 students in the
class including Chinese, Singaporeans, Malayans, and
students from all over the world. | am stunned by the way
they study at the first sight. The seats are casual, namely you
are allowed to sit at any corner and in any way as you like.
They tell us that they even sit on the ground sometimes.
They don’t have tedious restricts in class and the teacher
prefers students to express their opinions rather than just
giving students knowledge. For example, in their Advanced
Literature, the teacher writes down the topic “Should
Juvenile delinquencies be treated as criminals?” and ask
them to deliver their views. At first, there are only a few opinions; but after a while,
they start to debate over different views. It is similar to the Finnish education; in fact,
| would say it’s a combination of western and eastern. | also make many new friends
in the short two days. Anabella is a peer support leader (PSL), and she is responsible
to all the student issues. We talk about the movie Hotel Rwanda after we had
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Language Arts, and also compare the differences between the educations of Taiwan
and Singapore. She is surprised to find out that we have eight classes per day and we
end the day till 5 p.m. or even later. Comparing to their schedule, 4or5 classes per
day and end up at 2 p.m,, it is quite stunning. To my surprise, they have dancing
classes for secl and sec2 students. How would it be to have dancing classes for j1
and j2 students in Stella Matutina? | bet it would be awesome, well at Ieast I’'m quite
interested in it. We also follow Jessica, a member of Chinese
Dance Society, to the gym to learn hip-hop dance. She tells
us that it is normal to have so many co curricular activities in
NYGH, so you are able to choose the ones that are perfect for
you. Frankly speaking, they did great jobs in different fields
and really enjoyed it.

As to the seminar, Anglican High School (AHS), High School Affiliated to Fudan
University, and us, Stella Matutina Girls’ High School (SMGH) are responsible to the
topic of Arts and Literature. First, we throw a speech and also answer the judges’
impromptu questions. I’'m so glad to be a part of SMGH, since we are praised to have
the most complete content. | just love my teammates! Moving on to the next section,
we are going to integrate three of our speeches into one, free to display in any form,
in an hour of preparation. We just meet each other for about five minutes and know
nothing about the others; not to mention that we are the only
group from three different places. Unexpectedly, we soon
unite into a group and begin. S ome of the members are good
at computer, while others are maybe good at acting or a good
director. It’s surprising to find out that everyone is clear what
. they should do though we just know each other in a short time.
After the event, we get the honor of the team of best expression, but what matters
more are the friendship and our cooperation to accomplish the task.

This is the end of my adventure in 2011 Shanghai, Singapore, and Taiwan
student leadership seminar, but | realize the splendid memories will always live in my
heart.
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A famous writer once described the
way she felt about traveling as a happy
mother felt about her impossible, colicky,
reckless newborn baby. She just didn’t care
what it put her through because she
adored it. To me, traveling has always been
so attractive as if there were an irresistible
source of energy that clinged to my heart.
As a senior-three-to-be student, |
participated in an international conference
held by Nanyang Girls’ High School where |
had my third visit to Singapore this summer.

Early on the morning of July 15th, accompanied by two teachers, we started off
the trip with excitement as we reached the airport. In fact, I've always enjoyed the
moments spent at airports before every departure. Passengers passing by or even
the smell in the air symbolizes different backgrounds and stories from another city in
the world. Isn’t it amazing how pieces of unconnected lands are linked to each other
through airports and passengers get to experience entirely distinct worlds once
stepping out of aircrafts?

As we arrived at Nanyang Girls’ High school, we were soon taken to their
dormitory and were more than pleased to realize how beautiful the place we will be
staying is. Nanyang Girls’ High School itself contains British architectures and was
designed by their very own principal early in 1910. However, it has remained as a
famous Chinese High School for girls since then, despite that Singapore had been
ruled as a colony of the British and the Japanese. As this was already my third visit to
Singapore, | found myself eager to understand its history and deeper cultures rather
than just getting pictures at specific hotspots like normal tourists. Our first stop, the
National Museum of Singapore, was an old place I've visited 2 years ago, but new
stories and details were rediscovered as | went through the exhibitions with the
guide and a studious mind. During the following four days we went on a city tour
and strolled along Singapore’s main streets, leaving footprints and joyful memories
in this prosperous modern city country.

The seminar was held on the last two days and each school was asked to
present project on the topic of globalization. Since we were the only school from
Taiwan, our presentation focused on the research of how Taiwanese traditional arts
and literature have been combined with modern technologies under globalization.
For instance, we introduced the new versions of puppet shows and peking operas,



which were fusions of Western and Eastern cultures. Discussing globalization with
students from other countries was not only a great opportunity to learn, but also an
enjoyable experience. Because of different cultural backgrounds, many creative
ideas were exchanged and inspired. The seminar eventually ended in everyone’s
laughter and cheer as the last project was presented.

Another small incident that made this
trip even more memorable was getting to
meet up with the Hwa Chong friends | met in
CHATS 2009 Singapore and CHATS 2010
Taiwan. Weeks before | headed for the
seminar, we contacted each other via
facebook and made a dinner plan. Chiu Yin,
who used to study in Hwa Chong and is now
living in California, was also staying in
Singapore during his summer break and
therefore joined our reunion. Meeting them
was like unwrapping an early Christmas
present. Not knowing what to expect after
two years of separation, but we ended up
having a wonderful time and an amazing
reunion.

As the plane began to depart and the
small city island started to turn into a small
green dot, memories of the great moments |
had in Singapore flashed through my mind
and | knew | was going home with a backpack
full of friendship.

¥
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In this midsummer,l went to
Singapore to participate in a forum and
had a tour in this beautiful country.

Singapore is known for its multiple
culture.At the beginning of our trip,we
visited a lot of places,such as,China
Town, Little India,the Muslim church and
museums.We enjoyed the traditional
featured food of different race.There is
no denying that tasting delicious food is
a great way to get acquainted to the culture of one country.In addition,we even had
a fake tattoo in Little India.

On the following days,we went to Nanyan Girls’ High School to take classes with
Singaporean girls,who are at junior3.l started my two-day special courses in whole
“Singlish” learning environment except for Chinese class.Chinese class there
impressed me the most.In the class,we discuss about a special educational program
of Singapore.Not only did we discuss it in groups,we also did an interesting
activity.Each group would represent a specific character,for instance, teachers,
parents, officials. Then, students would stand in two lines,and two volunteers would
pass by them.The students standing aside would persuade them to take this program
or not at their point of view.To my great surprise,the process was really fierce
although they were not good at Chinese.Even though Chinese is the second
language for them,they still try hard to express their ideas.

“The Literature and Arts in Globalization and Localization” was the topic of the
forum.We not only had to give the presentation we had prepared,but also had to
come up with a ultimate presentation with the students from Shanghai and
Singapore just after listening to their report.Finally,we presented it in the form of
drama successfully.

In the ten-day trip,| had a date with mu buddy who came to Stella last
November and a Singaporean friend | had met in another forum.It may sounds crazy
for me,a senior3-student-to-be,to go abroad for such a long time,but this trip is full
of harvests.Friendship was built strongly as well.

At last,| want to say that loudly,”Singapore,| miss you so much! And Stella girls,|
really love you all!”
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My Extraordinary Vacation in Singapore.

This summer vacation, | went to a place that
| would want to long stay at there in my rest of
life. It’s Singapore, a place just as big as two Taipei
City. In this trip, | not only enjoy their beautiful
sights, but also learn more about their culture

and the education system. By working with my

partners, we also did a great job in introducing
our Chinese culture. Now, let me bring you to enjoy my wonderful time in Singapore.
In the first few days, we were an actually tourist, because Nan-Yang Girl’s High
School arranged all of the meeting’s students and teachers to go sightseeing and
learn more about the special and local things and places in their country. The most
impressive sightseeing scenic spot is the “Fish Tail Lion”. In my impression, Singapore
is always connected with this statue. It’s really special that they put the fish and lion
together, and it didn’t make us feel strange, but love it. In this spot, we also can see
the other popular sightseeing spot. Beside the place with great view, we also visited
many museums. It really surprised us that in this small country have such high
density’s museum. We can tell that Singapore cares about any of their residents’
culture and what they left in this place. | love the “Sarong Kebaya Museum” the
most. This museum makes the collection of the Hybrids of Malaysian and the
Chinese people. The girls called “Nonya”, and
the boys called “Baba”. They show about the
clothes and food culture in the museum, we
not only tried on the furnishings and took
photos but also tried the unique food like
“Nonya Prawn Rolls” and the delicious soup

there. It’s a extraordinary experience that |

would never forget.
After being a totally tourist, at the middle of the trip, we went into the class in

Nan-Yang and study with those students. By studying with the Singapore students, |



gradually realized why they are such competitive
in the global world; even they are a tiny country.
Unlike most of the Asian countries, Singapore
students love to ask just like the western
country. Teachers don’t give many test or lots of
note to make students memorize, they make
their students to do report in groups, let them
discuss to arouse their imagination and creativity.
Although | think that they have the education
system like university, most of the Nan-Yang girls
are just like us. They are not that mature as we

think, they also like shopping, follow the fashion

news, and make track for the stars. We made
many friends there, and develop a deep relationship between both of our country.
We also found out that there are different kinds of human beings in the classroom,
but everyone has relations on equal basics. Before coming to this meeting, we have
taken classes that introduce about the special things and what we should mention in
the different country, when talking about the different kinds of humanity, | thought
that is as same as Taipei, but the race fusion in Singapore is more obvious. It’s quite
interested, and | also made friends with Indians and Malaysians.

Before we start our meeting, Nan-yang
arranged another travel for us. This time was not
about sightseeing and be a tourist, we went to the
local factory and the other exposition place that
introduce Singapore’s strategy. In this two day, |
learned much knowledge and | think these two day
are the most meaningful days that | spent in
Singapore. Biofuel factory told us about being kind
to our earth by make fuels with the oil we’ve been
used. Chemistry is an attractive subject, and when
it bumped into doing good things for the earth, it
became a totally great thing that we will want to

learn about it. Besides this factory, we also went to
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the place that manages the country dwelling’s application. After visiting the model

apartment, all of us want to immigrate into this wonderful country. The traffic

introduction hall also gives us a great impression of this country. We think it

interested and wonderful if we have a chance to come back to Singapore in 2020,

because the exposition is too attractive to us.

The last climax is our teenagers’ discussion, and
this year’ s topic is about the globalization. We use
many examples to introduce how we used and
changed our old culture to meet head on the
globalization. Evelyn, Alice and | used the example of
the Chinese Opera that changed into “Modern
Chinese Opera” by Shin-Kuo Wu, and also made the
foreigners know that even we are a small island, but
we are creative and full of imagination just as our
friendly country — Singapore. In this meeting we also
learn many things and cultures of Singapore and Chin
a, we even made a small show with the students
we’ve just met 2 hours ago. This discussion is a really
unforgettab le vacation to me and all of the friends in
Stella. We even made promises with the Nan-Yang
girls that we will go visit them a gain. At last, | would
like to thanks to all the partners and teacher Lisa and
Miss Lee, without them, this journey won’t be that

great. | love Singapore.
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THE REPORT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS’ MEETING IN SINGAPORE

r'g._—: X =
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3 O ‘clock on July 15, when the sky was still
dark, we came to Stella Matutina Girls’ High
school, started our ten-day trip to Singapore.
Not only the beginning was impressive, this
whole trip was also wonderfully and

' unforgettable.

| First day in Singapore, we went to the
dormitory of Nanyang Girls’ High School. There was a building just for the students
from oversea. It seemed that there were a lot of exchanges with oversea students in
Nanyang Girls” High School. That afternoon, since some artistic activities were hold
in the school, we went to the school and made a piece of blue paper from old
newspaper with the students of Nanyang girls’ school.

The second day we went to explore the multiple cultures in Singapore with the
students from Shanghai. Although the Singapore was small, there were many kinds
of cultures in it, like Indian culture, Malaya culture, Chinese culture......and so on. It
was really a special experience to explore so many types of cultures in one country.
Of course, these cultures also mixed and developed to a unique culture in Singapore,
the nyonya’s meals we ate for lunch were a good example. Besides, we also visited
National Museum of Singapore, where introduce their history, and Orchard road ,the
greatest place for shopping.

The third day we went to Merlion Park ,
Peranakan Museum, Sentosa and Night Safari. In
Merlion Park, we saw a lot of famous statues and
bulidings of Singapore, like the Merlion, Esplanade
Theatres on the Bay, Marina Bay Sands
Singapore......etc. Peranakan Museum presented a
Southeast Asian-wide view of Peranakan -culture.
Sentosa was a famous place for entertainments, we
visited the wax museum and the insect museum, and
took the sky tower to looked the whole sentosa. Night

Safari was a special place ! The animals in it were not
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in cages , so we felt that we were more intimate with them when we passed them.
We also watched a amazing performance performed by the animals in Night Safari.

The fourth day, we went to explore the planing for the houses and cities of
Singaore. Most of apartments in Singapore were made by governments, and nine
out of ten people in Singapore lived in the apartments made by goverments. It was
vert different from Taiwan! The afternoon we went to visit Nanyang Technological
Univeraity and National University of Singapore. At last, we went to the Orchid
garden in Singapore Botanic Gardens.

The fifth day and sixth day we went to the Nanyang Girls” High School and took
class with te students there. The class we went to was 314-the superior society class,
the way they took classes were very special! The teacher would give them a question
and then they discuss with their classmates. | thought it was really a cool thing. If we
take class this way one day, | believe that our education will be whole different!
Besides, they did experiments in individual, not in group, that was another different
thing. But the most surprising thing to me were their leaders! The students leaders
wore different uniform from other students there. Actually, | didn’t like this thing at
all, I thought it was another way to separate students.

The seventh day was the activities before meeting. We wemt to several places
which were related to the theme topic of our meeting—“Globalization and Local
Characteristics”. First we went to Alpha Biofuels, the company making Bio-diesel.
Their purpose was not made a lot of money but using the energy eco- friendly. Then
we ate luch by ourselves in Marina Bay Sands Singapore. In the afternoon we went
to watch the structure which saved and made fresh water in Singapore. In the end of
the activiteis, the leader taught us to look thing in a wild view.

The eighth day and nineth day
were our meeting. In the eighth day,
we first listened to two speeches
from Ms.Lee,the editor of
newspaper, and Mr.Lu, a movie
director. By the development of the
newspaper and movies in
Singapore,they made us understand
the influence of the globalization
and the development of local

characteristics. The Q&A time was
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very interesting. We could not only ask questions by microphones but also using the
Internet. It was a new experience to me! After the reception and lunch was the time
to exchage our opinoins of the theme topic. We shared our opinons about art and
literature with the students from Shanghai and Singapore. Final, we arranged a
presentation together and performed on the stage. It was really a difficult thing to
reach a agreement in an hour since there were students from three different place,
but we still made it! Though we didn’t have the chance to perform on the next day f
the meething, it was still a good experience to discuss with the students from
Shanghai and Singapore!

The nineth day, at the beginning were the speeches given by the guests, and
then was the speech about the 21th century culture identification.” Take global view,
care local things”—it was a simple but excellent thinking! After the speeches were

“

two excellent performance about “econimics and “the languages and
culture”chosen from the first day of the meeting. | really admired them when |
watched their performance, since the presentation was so great that it was hard to
believe that the presentation was made in one day. Following was the exchange time
of the elementary and high school in Singapore, and the students from Shanghai and
us also visited and listened to the introduction of the high school in Singapore. In the
end was the closing ceremony, we watched the touching review film and took our
certificates. In the afternoon and night, we took bus and underground to the river
bank without school buddies, it was also a special experience to me in this trip!

The tenth day, also the last
day of this trip. There only
schedule is to take a flight. Ten
days were not long, but these ten
days gave me a lot of special
experience and good memories.
The meeting of high school
students in Singapore, 2011 ,
would surely become one of the
most special and unforgettable

activity in my high school life.
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